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Irish Free State's relation to the Imperial Parliament
and Government shall be that of the Dominion of
Canada. Whatever extension may be made, in theory
or in practice, to the liberties of Canada accrues as
of. consequence to the Irish Free State : and any
thinking Irishman must be aware that Canada as a
nation is in practice not less free than, for instance,
Denmark: while in moments of international crisis
its liberty of action will be very greatly superior to.
Denmark's.
Also, when interests come to be more coolly con-
sidered, Irishmen, many of whom have by long tradi-
tion sent their children into some branch of the
Imperial Service, will begin to realise that separation
would mean closing at once all these avenues to
employment and distinction. This may be said to
affect only a small proportion of the people : yet the
number of those parents who desire to see their children
in the British Civil Service is very large. Apart
from this, there is in the industrial parts of Britain a
large Irish population, which under the Treaty can
retain all rights of citizenship while remaining Irish.
Given separation, all these people would become
aliens, and, for example, not entitled to the old-age
pension.
Another argument which might strike nearer home
has little force while Great Britain remains a Free Trade
country. But if a protective tariff, with preference for
" coequal members of the Community of British
Nations/' should become a reality, Irish farmers would
very greatly desire to be within that ring-fence,
For the moment perhaps, the most persuasive fact
is the privilege of using British coinage. Immediately
after the Treaty, Irishmen proceeded to destroy as
fast as they could the financial credit of their country.
Had we been depending then solely on our own credit,
had a new circulation replaced the familiar notes and
coins, very few will believe that the Irish pound would
have held good. Under the cover of the British

